
GRANARD  MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
Minutes of Meeting of Granard Municipal District held in the Granard Community Library  on Tuesday, 27th November 2018 at 3.30 p.m.

CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor P.J. Reilly.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Paraic Brady, Michael Carrigy,





Gerry Hagan, Luie McEntire and Martin Mulleady
IN ATTENDANCE: 

Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.





Mr. David Coppinger, Senior Executive Engineer.





Ms. Ann Marie McKeon, Administrative Officer.




Mr. Danny Lynch, Head of Information Services.





Ms. Christine Collins, Broadband Officer.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

VOTES OF SYMPATHY.

Votes of sympathy were expressed to the McGee and McGahern families on their recent bereavements.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES – circulated.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Brady seconded by Councillor L. McEntire, the Minutes

of Meetings of Granard Municipal District held on the 25th September and 

8th November 2018 were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None.
AREA ENGINEER’S PROGRESS REPORT.
D. Coppinger detailed the Area Engineer’s Progress Report, as circulated, and replied to queries raised. 

Sightline at Ennybegs.
D. Coppinger stated that the Local Authority could draft an Area Plan for Ennybegs which would allow the local community to source funding for the necessary works.

He emphasised that sightline is the main issue and the removal of trees could help to solve this issue in the interim.
J. Brannigan stated that Longford County Council will consider the CPO of these lands when resources and funding permit.
PRIMARY SCHOOL’S DIGITAL PROJECT.

Christine Collins and Danny Lynch gave a comprehensive presentation regarding the Primary School’s Digital Project.

The aims of the project are to ensure student learning will go beyond the walls of the classrooms and start conversation on the National Broadband Plan in all communities and to assist young people to become engaged thinkers, active learners, knowledge constructors to participate fully in society.  It will also present a vision for a connected Longford.
Christine requested the members to encourage the National Schools in their area to become involved in the project. 

PART 8 REPORT -  6 X 2 BED SINGLE STOREY DWELLINGS AT BALLINALEE
OR ST. JOHNSTOWN, BALLINALEE,CO. LONGFORD.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Carrigy seconded by Councillor G. Hagan, it was

unanimously agreed to adopt Part 8 Report (Planning and Development Regulations  2001)

(as amended) in respect of proposal to construct 6 x 2 Bed Single Storey Dwellings at 

Ballinalee or St. Johnstown, Ballinalee, Co. Longford    -  as circulated.

RECOMMENDATION FROM PLACENAMES SUB-COMMITTEE REGARDING 
THE OFFICIAL  NAMING OF MURPHY’S CROSS.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Brady seconded by Councillor L. McEntire, it was 
unanimously agreed to the following recommendation from the Placenames Sub-Committee 
regarding the naming of the following -

· That Murphy’s Cross be officially named Murphy’s Cross. 

TAKING IN CHARGE OF HIGGINSTOWN WOOD, GRANARD.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Carrigy seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly, it was 

unanimously agreed to the Taking in Charge of Higginstown Wood, Granard – as circulated.
NOTICES OF MOTIONS.

Criteria for Local Improvement Schemes.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by

Councillor L. McEntire-

“I call on the Minister for Rural and Community Development to amend the criteria for the 
Local Improvement Scheme to allow for roads with one landowner to be eligible.”

It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Minister for Community and Rural Affairs

regarding Councillor Carrigy’request that the criteria for the Local Improvement Scheme be 

amended to allow for roads with one landowner to be eligible.

Speed Driver Feedback Signs.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by

Councillor L. McEntire-

“That Speed Driver Feedback Signs be installed on the N55 on the approach road in Granard from Cavan and also on the R396 on the approach road in the Village of Abbeylara from Coole.  Co. Westmeath.”

D. Coppinger stated that it is important to state firstly in reply to this Notice of Motion that enforcement of speed limits is the responsibility of the Gardai. 

If the local community in any area feel there is an issue with traffic speeds in their community and they relay this to Longford County Council, we will forward those concerns to An Gardai Siochana who can carry out enforcement of the speed limits.

As the N55 is a National Route, any proposals will be subject to TII approval and funding. 

As regards the R396, Longford County Council can review the public road and traffic conditions in the area and assess if there are appropriate traffic calming measures that could be implemented, subject to the provision of necessary funding. 
The installation of driver feedback signs is just one of the measures which are available for traffic calming purposes.   However, they are not intended as the first measure that would be put in place. Other measures such as Footpaths, Build-outs, Carriageway narrowing or landscaping should first be considered. 
CORRESPONDENCE – Circulated.
Letter dated 10th October 2018 received from Minister Kevin Moran, T.D., regarding the Bommergang Hickstead Trophy was noted.
SPEED LIMIT REVIEW.

A presentation on Longford County Council Special Speed Limit Bye-Laws No. 1 2018 was given by Con Diffley, SEE Roads.

The public consultation stage of the Special Speed Limit review has been completed. 

The submissions received were considered in detail and the following was agreed  -

National Roads.

For the National Roads in the Granard Municipal District, the draft special speed limits included a number of amendments proposed by the TII. The proposed amendments to the National Roads Special Speed Limits, and any submissions received, were discussed in detail and the following was agreed by the members –

Granard (Cavan Side) N55  - TII proposal is that the current 60 KpH zone from Carra towards Granard be increased to 80KpH and the existing 50 KpH zone being shortened by 360m and replaced with a 60KpH zone. No submission was received from the public during the public consultation phase of the special speed limit bye-law process. 

The Meetings Administrator read a letter containing 42 signatures of residents along this section of the N55 submitted by Councillor P.J. Reilly (after the conclusion of the public consultation stage) in which it was requested that the speed limits at this location should not be increased. The decision of the elected members was that the speed limits at this location should remain as they currently are and measures should be implemented to reduce the speed of traffic at this location be put in place.  Proposed by Councillor P.J. Reilly and seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy. 

Granard (Edgeworthstown Side) N55 -  TII proposal is that the existing 60KpH zone be replaced with a 100KpH. No submission was received from the public during the public consultation phase of the special speed limit bye-law process. The proposed amendment was discussed and the decision of the elected members was to support the proposed amendment.  Proposed by Councillor P. Brady and seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly.

Edgeworthstown (Granard Side) N55. – TII proposal is that the existing 50KpH zone on the Granard side of Ballymahon be shortened by a distance of 590m and that the speed limit in this section be increased to 60KpH. In addition a periodic speed limit of 40KpH is proposed in this section at the location to cover the opening and closing times of the National School. 

The N55 at this location is in the Ballymahon Municipal District functional area and the proposed amendments and the submissions received are to be considered by the Ballymahon MD Members. The proposed changes and submissions received were discussed with the Granard Elected Members in order that they were fully informed and that their opinions could be brought to the Ballymahon Municipal Elected Members. 

Regional and Local Roads.

The following are the submissions which were received during the public consultation stage. These were discussed at the meeting and the following was agreed by the members; 

R194 Killeenatruan. A submission was received from Cllr M Carrigy requesting that the existing 50KpH zone at Killeenatruan be extended to the Childsplay Creche (Emmet Og GAA Grounds), in the interest of child safety.  

The decision of the elected members was that the speed limits at this location should remain as they currently are subject to traffic management signage being put in place.  Proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor P. Brady. 

R194 Ballywillan.  A submission was received from Cllr PJ Reilly requesting that a special speed limit be introduced on the R194 for the village of Ballywillan
The decision of the elected members was that a special speed limit of 50KpH be introduced on the R194 for the village of Ballywillan.  Proposed by Councillor P.J. Reilly and seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy.

L1072 Cullyfad - A submission was received from Cllr M Carrigy requesting that the existing 50KpH zone at Cullyfad be extended westward to the junction of the Radharc Na Coille Housing Estate.  

The decision of the elected members was that the 50KpH zone to the west of Cullyfad be extended to include the Radharc na Coille housing estate.  Proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor P. Brady.

Hedgecutting.

A policy regarding Hedgecutting to be considered by the infrastructure and Environment Strategic Policy Committee.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: ____________________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Granard Municipal District Meeting held on the 
22nd January 2019.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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